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Chair's Report 
 

I would like to start this report with a series of thank-you’s to the members of the committee for their 

support and work in the past year.  Especially I thank the officers – Jane Clayton as our Vice Chair and 

Secretary, Ian Hamilton for his work as our treasurer, Meg Shepherd-Foster our Schools’ Secretary and 

Corsini King for his captaincy of the County Team. Additionally, I would like to take this opportunity to 

thank all those other people from the clubs around the county for their organisation of the various county 

championships. I also wish to thank Tim O’Conor and Eltham College and John Chorley and Benenden 

School who provided us with the venues for our school events. Finally I wish to thank all those fencers 

who supported the county with their entries into our events as without their support we would have little 

purpose. 

 

We have continued to receive financial support from the Kent Sports Development Unit and I thank their 

officers and the Kent County Council for their sympathetic consideration. I should however point out that 

I have been advised that, for the time being and because of the budgetary constraints that the KCC 

currently finds itself in, we are unlikely to receive further support. 

 

 

Cyril Lee Trophy -- As you are aware this trophy is presented to the club with the best results in the senior 

foil and the intermediate foil events. I have been unable to calculate the trophy winner this year as I have 

received no details of the results. 

 

Veterans’ Champions – The Veterans Championship Maitre D’Armes. This is awarded to the top placed 

fencer male and female who has fenced in at least two of the three applicable competitions i.e. Senior 

Foil, Senior Epee and Senior Sabre. Again I do not have these results and thus cannot make a judgement 

as to who the winners are. 
 

We ran an almost full schedule of events last year, and intend this year to run them again. We combined 

the individual foil event with the team event which proved to be a success and intend to do the same again 

this season. However I must repeat my previous warnings that we have to try to improve our entry 

numbers as a greater interest in the events will help to build a stronger county and I would ask all club 

secretaries to "push" our events.  Without entries we cannot justify running the various championships 

and I am afraid that it will be a case of "use it or lose it".  

 

 

Earlier this year I received what I can only consider to be a complaint about the way the county is 

currently being run from a coach based in the county. In the complaint it was stated that the current 

committee was using the income from the schools events as “cash-cows” to offset the running of the 

county. A look at our Treasurer’s report will show that yes we did earn more from the schools events but 

only because for those events we were given free venues. In fact the gross income from the adult 

competitions exceeded by a small amount the income from the schools’ competitions. The finances for 

the adult and schools sections are maintained separately and whilst no finances are ring fenced I hardly 

think that the KCAFU could be described as living off of the income generated in the schools. 

 

In the same complaint was a note that we as a county have spent vast amounts on equipment all of which 

is stored in a garage doing nothing for most of the year when this money could have been spent on 

developing school’s activities and buying nice perpetual trophies for the children taking part. Our 

secretary answered this by issuing a request to clubs and other interested parties to see if anybody could 

assist by donating trophies. She quickly received short shrift from the person concerned. I should like to 

answer the various accusations now.   

 



The county currently owns twelve international standard sets of apparatus, eight sets of tower lights, four 

roll out electric pistes, four wheel chair pistes, four wheel chair frames and eight wheelchair aprons 

(skirts). All of this equipment with the exception of four of the international boxes was donated to 

the county and was not paid for by ourselves. The wheelchair pistes are currently on permanent loan to 

four clubs in the county – Royal Tunbridge Wells Fencing Club, Gravesham Fencing Club, The 

University of Kent Fencing Club and Tenterden Swords Fencing Club.  

 

The county also owns some aged training clothing – 350N plastrons, 350 N jackets, gloves and 350N 

masks all of which see use in clubs that wish to borrow them. Currently a school in Bromley and the 

University of Kent use some. The county also owns size three foil blades. The kit has also been offered to 

a coach who has quoted to start up a club in a school and to a club that is considering starting a club in a 

primary school. This equipment was bought many years ago partially with a grant from the Kent 

Reliance Building Society, partially with a Lottery Grant and with some money of our own. 

Additionally we own ten Size 0 non-electric foils, size 0, 3 and 5 electric foils, size 2 and 5 epees, size 2 

and 5 sabres, electric foil and sabre jackets, electric foil and sabre masks, epee and foil/sabre body wires 

and foil/sabre mask wires. This equipment is available for use by beginners and others who need to 

borrow it for competitions. It is always taken to appropriate events so that it can be used in an emergency. 

This kit has been either purchased by ourselves or has been donated. Finally we own fifteen sets of 

plastic swords and masks which are used for taster sessions at schools and fetes etc. This kit is used 

regularly throughout the year. It is stored by Andrew Nisbet with Jane Clayton keeping a diary schedule 

so that its use is programmed. This kit was purchased by ourselves. 

 

The main competition equipment as well as being used for Kent run events, is loaned throughout the year 

to competition organisers. In this past year it has been used locally by Tenterden Swords Fencing Club, 

Bromley Fencing Club, Bexley Fencing Club and Eltham College. Its next outing is with MX Fencing 

Club for use at the Sevenoaks event on 3
rd

 November. Clubs based in Kent are not expected to pay for the 

hire but if a donation to the county is made then it is accepted. The kit has also been used recently by the 

Sussex County Fencing Union for their open event and for which a donation was received. Some of the 

FIE ‘boxes’ are also used by the BFA and the BVF for their events on a ‘repair any damage basis’. 

 

When the coach who has made this complaint was setting up his club he asked to borrow two complete 

sets of scoring apparatus. This request was agreed to by myself but he never bothered to collect the set 

aside sets. 

 

This kit is stored free of charge in various locations including my garage which fact does appear to cause 

our complainant a problem. It is also maintained by myself on a parts only charge basis. I think that I can 

say I will be more than happy if anybody else wants to take on this role.      

 

 

Peter Huggins, Chair, KCAFU.23oct13 


